A s correctly stated in the Comment by Thomas, the article [1] Breported the release of silicone oligomers from articles of daily use by their exposure to a DART ion source and expressed concern for a substantial dose of silicones available for human intake.^In fact, the most important intention when starting this work was to investigate the capabilities of DART-MS for the direct analysis of silicone rubber and of different utensils made of it. The idea to explore this sort of DART application arose from a previous study that employed silicone oil for mass calibration in positive-ion DART-MS [2] . As shown in this paper, positive-ion DART mass spectra were obtained from a variety of articles of daily use in the household, such as toys and dedicated baby articles. The spectra for the articles examined exhibited remarkably close resemblance (m/z range and relative abundance).
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It is a concern of the Comment that Bthe report considerably understates that the amount of PDMS observed after exposure of silicone materials directly to the DART source at 300°C is substantially higher than what is released under normal use conditions.^To this point, Figure 2 in [1] clearly shows that there is no sharp onset of PDMS release at 300°C, but ions can be observed from 150°C upward. In particular, spectra at 250°C already show a substantial distribution of ions. The reason for selecting 300°C for much of the study was because it delivered reproducible spectra; other reasons are detailed in the section BStandardizing the DART Gas Temperature.Ô ne point of criticism is on the determination of the calibration curve: BIn contrast, the author of this paper exposes real-world materials to the DART gas stream with no sample preparation. Thus, the size and shape of each sample is different, and presumably none of the samples has the same dimensions as the calibration standards.Ŷ es, real-world materials were exposed to the DART gas stream. What is wrong with doing what ambient MS is actually made for? The procedure for this quantification is described in the BQuantification of Silicone Release^sec-tion of this article and the Comment perfectly summarizes the setup and its limitations. Those limitations are, however, clearly stated in this section of [1] : BOf course, the present quantification is limited in that the system to build the calibration curve cannot exactly mimic the properties of the silicone rubber surfaces. Some values also show noteworthy standard deviations of one-third or even onehalf of the average value, whereas others exhibit variations of just a few percent. Overall, these experiments deliver a solid estimate of the amount of silicone released and reveal that any silicone rubber item does so to a substantial degree.^The argument of the author of the Comment concerning the area actually analyzed does not alter the overall result by one or even more orders of magnitude that would be required to render the resulting PDMS amount negligible; admittedly, it may cause a variation in the order of a factor of 2-3.
Further, the Comment states that BDART-MS conditions are vastly different than real-world use conditions and the data show it.^It proceeds with the remark that the Bauthor did perform extraction experiments to mimic in-use conditions of a bottle nipple, a pacifier, and baking molds.^In fact, my lab demonstrated that PDMS also migrates into baked goods under mild baking conditions [3] . It turned out that portions of the baked goods may results in DART spectra, but in regions where PDMS ions are so abundant, ions attributable to triacylglycerols from butter are suppressed (Figure 3 in [3] ). Other recent work addressed parchment paper that is coated with PDMS to achieve non-stick properties [4] .
Another topic mentioned in the Comment is the slant of the article. First of all, the author apologizes if the fact of not being a native speaker of English may have resulted in formulations that would have been more carefully weighted in his native language. The comment compiles Bseveral examples of the strong wording used as a way to sensationalize the article.^Probably the most provoking sentences may be (a) BThese findings indicate a potential health hazard from frequent or long-term use of such items.^(b) BA higher level of awareness of this source of daily silicone intake is suggested.^(c) BThe immediate strong release of silicones at the elevated temperature of DART analysis indicates a potential health risk from daily use of such silicone items.^Those statements were definitely not included to Bsensationalize^the article, but were intended to express the honest concern that there is a need for creating some alertness for this potential risk. That is what the paper says, no more, no less.
The Comment also notes that BThe picture of the pacifier with the overlay of the mass spectrum of a high molecular weight PDMS species used in both the article and as the journal cover image is certainly misleading and provocative.^Nonetheless, the spectrum shown above the pacifier actually belongs to this item, and the picture is a clear graphical representation of the work. Also, one should keep in mind that the manuscript went through peer review and none of the experts involved found this provoking or sensationalized. The DART spectra and data presented are solid and reproducible; however, the conclusions to be drawn as far as the concern of using PDMS rubber articles are, admittedly, debatable.
Towards the end of his Comment, the author notes a different aspect. The author, a representative of the silicone industry, carefully dissects the original article in every respect and invests a great deal of effort to reveal any weaknesses. In several aspects, this Comment is certainly correct and some of the arguments and facts cannot and shall not be objected. Admittedly, the paper [1] , representing the first investigation of its kind, intrinsically bears limitations. However, as stated in my article [1] , BThis kind of analyses should lie in the hands of laboratories specializing in testing of materials or food. Also, in the future, more detailed analytical work should be done to better quantify the release of silicones and to possibly detect them in long-term users of silicone rubber articles.^I sincerely hope that such investigations will be conducted.
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